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Nevertheless, Carson had his critics, and wrote to state
his position in The Times, " If I erred, it was only because
I am accustomed to practise in Courts where parties are
heard before they are condemned, and where Judges never
complain if they are in a respectful manner corrected as to
a misapprehension on a matter of fact,95
As a result of Carson's sensational withdrawal from the
enquiry with his brother banisters, the Commission lost all
authority in the public eye, and shortly afterwards Mr.
Justice Mathcw's two most distinguished colleagues on the
Commission resigned, one to take up a Government appoint-
ment, the other for some other reason. Undoubtedly Carson
was right in the course he took; the Commission was pro-
ceeding on grossly prejudiced lines. Such, at any rate, was
Carson's sensational adieu to the Bar of Ireland, perhaps a
fitting culmination to his distinguished and adventurous
career in Dublin, bearing witness to the independence of that
Bar where he had practised for nearly sixteen years; such
was the challenging prelude, at the expense of a great
English Judge, to the greatest legal career in England of
his time,
Years afterwards, Sir Edward Marshall Hall suffered
severely from continual encounters with the same powerful
Judge, in which, to his great surprise, he never came off
best; and he went to Carson for aclvic:e and sympathy. He
got the first, but not the second. cc The difference between
you and me, Marshall/' said Carson, " is that when I have
a row with a Judge, I'm always right. When you have a
row with a Judge, you're always wrong ! "
In order to appreciate the boldness of Carson's action, it
is right to remember that he had already decided to practise
at the English Bar, and that he was fully aware of the posi-
tion of esteem held by Mathew in the Temple ; he might
well have been making for himself a powerful enemy ; but
in the end the two Irishmen showed magnanimity : after
Carson had argued a case splendidly before Mathew, the
latter sent for Carson to his private room and complimented
him. The two shook hands and became real friends*
Tim Healy chuckled to himself when he read the report